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DESIGNATED HOUSING FOR ELDERLY AND DISABLED FAMILIES

Sec. 7. [42 U.S.C. 1437¢] (a) AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE DESIGNATED
HousING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject only to provisions of this section

and notwithstanding any other provision of law, a public housing
agency for which a plan under subsection (d) is in effect

may provide public housing projects (or portions of projects)
designated for occupancy by (A) only elderly families, (B) only
disabled families, or (C) elderly and disabled families.

(2) PRIORITY FOR OCCUPANCY.—In determining priority for
admission to public housing projects (or portions of projects)

that are designated for occupancy as provided in paragraph (1),
the public housing agency may make units in such projects (or
portions) available only to the types of families for whom the
project is designated.

(3) ELIGIBILITY OF NEAR-ELDERLY FAMILIES.—If a public

housing agency determines that there are insufficient numbers

of elderly families to fill all the units in a project (or portion

of a project) designated under paragraph (1) for occupancy by
only elderly families, the agency may provide that near-elderly
families may occupy dwelling units in the project (or portion).

(b) STANDARDS REGARDING EvICTIONS.—Except as provided in
section 16(e)(1)(B), any tenant who is lawfully residing in a dwelling
unit in a public housing project may not be evicted or otherwise
required to vacate such unit because of the designation of the
project (or portion of a project) pursuant to this section or because
of any action taken by the Secretary or any public housing agency
pursuant to this section.

(c) RELOCATION ASSISTANCE.—A public housing agency that
designates any existing project or building, or portion thereof, for
occupancy as provided under subsection (a)(1) shall provide, to each
person and family who agrees to be relocated in connection with
such designation—

(1) notice of the designation and an explanation of available
relocation benefits, as soon as is practicable for the agency

and the person or family;

(2) access to comparable housing (including appropriate

services and design features), which may include tenant-based
rental assistance under section 8, at a rental rate paid by the
tenant that is comparable to that applicable to the unit from

which the person or family has vacated; and

(3) payment of actual, reasonable moving expenses.

(d) REQUIRED PLAN.—A plan under this subsection for designating
a project (or portion of a project) for occupancy under subsection
(a)(1) is a plan, prepared by the public housing agency for

the project and submitted to the Secretary, that—

(1) establishes that the designation of the project is

necessary—

(A) to achieve the housing goals for the jurisdiction

under the comprehensive housing affordability strategy

under section 105 of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable
Housing Act; and
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(B) to meet the housing needs of the low-income population
of the jurisdiction; and

(2) includes a description of—

(A) the project (or portion of a project) to be designated,;

(B) the types of tenants for which the project is to be
designated;

(C) any supportive services to be provided to tenants

of the designated project (or portion);

(D) how the design and related facilities (as such term

is defined in section 202(d)(8) 1 of the Housing Act of 1959)
of the project accommodate the special environmental

needs of the intended occupants; and

(E) any plans to secure additional resources or housing
assistance to provide assistance to families that may have

been housed if occupancy in the project were not restricted
pursuant to this section.

For purposes of this subsection, the term ‘‘supportive services’’
means services designed to meet the special needs of residents.
(e) REVIEW OF PLANS.—

(1) REVIEW AND NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary shall conduct

a limited review of each plan under subsection (d) that is
submitted to the Secretary to ensure that the plan is complete
and complies with the requirements of subsection (d). The Secretary
shall notify each public housing agency submitting a

plan whether the plan complies with such requirements not
later than 60 days after receiving the plan. If the Secretary
does not notify the public housing agency, as required under
this paragraph or paragraph (2), the plan shall be considered,
for purposes of this section, to comply with the requirements
under subsection (d) and the Secretary shall be considered to
have notified the agency of such compliance upon the expiration
of such 60-day period.

(2) NOTICE OF REASONS FOR DETERMINATION OF NONCOMPLIANCE.—
If the Secretary determines that a plan, as submitted,

does not comply with the requirements under subsection

(d), the Secretary shall specify in the notice under paragraph
(1) the reasons for the noncompliance and any modifications
necessary for the plan to meet such requirements.

(3) STANDARDS FOR DETERMINATION OF NONCOMPLIANCE.—

The Secretary may determine that a plan does not comply with
the requirements under subsection (d) only if—

(A) the plan is incomplete in significant matters required
under such subsection; or

(B) there is evidence available to the Secretary that
challenges, in a substantial manner, any information provided
in the plan.

(4) TREATMENT OF EXISTING PLANS.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this section, a public housing agency shall be
considered to have submitted a plan under this subsection if
the agency has submitted to the Secretary an application and
allocation plan under this section (as in effect before the date

1 Probably intended to refer to section 202(d)(8) as in effect before October 1, 1991
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of the enactment of the Housing Opportunity Program Extension

Act of 1996 1) that have not been approved or disapproved

before such date of enactment.

(f) EFFECTIVENESS.—

(1) 5-YEAR EFFECTIVENESS OF ORIGINAL PLAN.—A plan

under subsection (d) shall be in effect for purposes of this section
during the 5-year period that begins upon notification

under subsection (e)(1) of the public housing agency that the

plan complies with the requirements under subsection (d).

(2) RENEWAL OF PLAN.—Upon the expiration of the 5-year

period under paragraph (1) or any 2-year period under this
paragraph, an agency may extend the effectiveness of the designation
and plan for an additional 2-year period (that begins

upon such expiration) by submitting to the Secretary any information
needed to update the plan. The Secretary may not limit

the number of times a public housing agency extends the effectiveness
of a designation and plan under this paragraph.

(3) TRANSITION PROVISION.—Any application and allocation

plan approved under this section (as in effect before the date

of the enactment of the Housing Opportunity Program Extension

Act of 1996 1) before such date of enactment shall be considered

to be a plan under subsection (d) that is in effect for

purposes of this section for the 5-year period beginning upon

such approval.

(g) INAPPLICABILITY OF UNIFORM RELOCATION ASSISTANCE AND

REAL PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS POLICY ACT OF 1970.—No tenant of

a public housing project shall be considered to be displaced for purposes
of the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisitions
2Policy Act of 1970 because of the designation of any existing
project or building, or portion thereof, for occupancy as provided
under subsection (a) of this section.

1 March 28, 1996.
2So in law. Probably should be ‘‘Acquisition”’



